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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Agricultural activities and paddy land are considered the most important
economic capacities of rural areas, serving as the main foundation for
agroecotourism and the predominant source of livelihood in rural regions.
Considering the vast extent of paddy land and the dominant livelihood of rice
farmers in the region, decision-making in the optimal use of these lands can
reduce the steep slope of economic crisis in rural areas and create economic
stability.

Also, the non-profitability agricultural activities due to fluctuations in the
prices of crops and the weakness of the domestic agricultural sector, became
a factor in the necessity of creative activities in the field of agricultural
development and helping the village economy, with emphasis on agricultural
and farm-based activities, which while preserving agricultural lands and
adhering to agricultural activities and rice farming, provided conditions for
the economic activities of the village to be revived, and its fruits manifested
in economic transformation and development of the village. Reating a
desirable life in the rural environment.

In fact, agrotourism is a link between tourism and agriculture and reflects new
economic opportunities through tourism in paddy land, which leads to income
generation and the promotion of agricultural activities and regional
development. The question is whether the implementation of agrotourism in
rice farming suitable villages can play an effective role in the prosperity of
rice production, improvement of economic conditions, and sustainability of
rural development.

Methodology

The use of descriptive-analytical method with applied approach and data
collection is from conventional documentary and field methods. Based on
observations, views and opinions of 300 experts and planners in the field of

1 PhD of Rural planning, Rice Research Institute of Iran, Agricultural Research Education
& Extension Organization, Rasht, Iran
E-mail: berenjkar.guilan@gmail.com
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tourism, rural development and agriculture of the province, were collected
and evaluated and analysed in the form of internal and external matrices of
SWOT, and appropriate strategies were identified. The aim of this research is
to evaluate the opportunities and threats of agricultural tourism, with an
emphasis on utilizing the capacity of rice paddy field in the plain areas of
Guilan province. The statistical population includes rural areas of Guilan
province in the plain cities with the capacity for agricultural activities and the
presence of paddy field, which are considered as the dominant economic
livelihood with the potential for agricultural tourism.

Results and Discussion

Descriptive findings have been studied and evaluated in the form of two
external internal matrices with variables: tourism-environmental, economic,
socio-cultural, infrastructure-service and managerial attractions. Also, after
analysing and final inference of data, necessary strategies for rural
development were developed and presented. After identifying internal factors
and strengths and weaknesses, each factor is assigned a weighted coefficient
between zero (unimportant) to one (very important) and normalization is used
for weighting. The results with a coefficient of 3.49, which with a figure
above 2.5 indicate the normality of the coefficient. Therefore, from the set of
internal factors, tourist attractions and environmental factors with a factor of
2.4 as the most effective strength in the development of agroecotourism from
the total internal factors of the study area, and the evaluation of existing
weaknesses of service, infrastructure and physical factors with coefficient 2
and rank 4, the most important and most effective weakness of the Total
internal factors affecting agroecotourism have been identified in the study
area, which indicates the existence of defects in the areas of communication,
accessibility and accommodation facilities and accommodations for tourists
accommodation in the study area. Also, economic factors with a coefficient
of 2.4 and rank 4 are the most important development opportunities in the
field of Agro-Tourism in the study area. Socio-cultural factors with a
coefficient of 1.6 were the fourth and the highest threat index in the Agro -
Tourism Model and also tourism and environmental attractions with a
coefficient of 0.9 and 3 rank 3 were the second and most identified threats in
the study area.

After reviewing and determining the strengths and weaknesses of internal and
external factors, the four strategies adaptive, aggressive, defensive and
competitive in using the opportunities ahead to strengthen the strengths and



reduce the existing weaknesses and adjustment of possible threats in the
tourism executive plan were presented in the form of Table 7.

Conclusion

Agroecotourism as the modernization of economic activity, the point of
poverty and economic recession in rural areas with emphasis on rice farming
and environmental protection, It is an opportunity to actualize potential and
revive the economy in rural areas. In this study, by examining the strengths
and weaknesses of the internal factors and the opportunities and threats of the
external factors of agroecotourism, the presence of extensive paddy land
alongside natural and tourist attractions is identified as the most influential
strength, while the service and infrastructural deficiencies of the villages are
identified as the most influential internal weaknesses. The opportunity to
improve the economic conditions of rural society is the most influential
external indicator and a change in cultural patterns and future challenges
posed by external threats is one of the most important results of the research.
This has been addressed in the form of four adaptive, aggressive, defensive,
and competitive strategies, which can transform the rural economy and create
favourable conditions for activity and entrepreneurship in the rural
environment.
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